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December 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Peace and Grace from our Lord Jesus be with you! 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Could you imagine that Christmas is right around the corner? 

Christmas is a special season for all of us. It is the season of 

tradition. It is the season of celebration. It is the season of 

happiness. It is the season of family union. It is the season of rest. 

It is the season of delicious food. It is the season of coziness of hot 

coco and blanket. It is the season of decorations. It is the season of 

gift.  

 

Year 2020 adds a lot to our plate. This overwhelms by the tension 

between US and Iran, murder hornets, COVID-19, and Election. 

Unfortunately, we are chocked by the worldly matters and 

distracted from focusing on the Lord. We are constantly burdened, 

worried, concerned, and stressed.  

 

In light of the Christmas season, I urge you to refocus on God, and 

refocus on the true and original meaning of Christmas—Birth of 

Christ. This is the ultimate free present—our Lord and Savior who 

found us in our iniquities and deliver us into his marvelous light. 

Let us keep in mind that whatever comes next, be it chaos, riots, 

unrest, sickness, unemployment, or even death, Our Lord still lives 

and reigns. That means He actively cares for us, provides for us, 

protects us, strengthens us, and preserves us from this day forward 

unto everlasting life.  

 

Rejoice, for the Savior is born for you. You are blessed. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Isaiah Bai 
 

 



 

Otter Tail County Shop with a Hero 2020 Event 

 

Fergus Falls Police and Fire Departments have received 

community grants to organize a 2020 Christmas shopping event. 

Due to Covid-19 this year, the program will look a little different 

than past events. We are working with the Angel Tree Program 

https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/walmart-angel-tree/ and 

will refer interested Otter Tail County families to the local 

Salvation Army chapter at (218) 739-9692.  The Salvation Army 

will assist all Otter Tail County families with new clothing and 

https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/walmart-angel-tree/


toys to children/ families in need this year.  Any funds raised 

during this North Immanuel holiday event, will go to this program.  

The officers and firemen will go shopping for the angel tree tags 

without children present this year.  The Salvation Army will then 

give the items to the families.   

 

Please contact Shannon Riggle at the Fergus Falls Police 

Department at (218) 332-5538 or sriggle@co.ottertail.mn.us if you 

have any questions.   

 

 

 

 
Please help our North Immanuel confirmation with a Wednesday 

night meal. 

If you are interested we are looking for members to help with 

bringing a meal for our kiddos that are coming for Wednesday 

confirmation class. 

We have most supplies at church, plates, silverware, napkins, 

beverage, and some snacks. 

You only need to bring a meal. 

We have had GREAT interest in people helping with this and has 

been so appreciated.  

Thank you to all who have already helped out. 

Time is 6:00 p.m., then only six to prepare a meal for that evening.  

Let Brian Johnson know if you are interested.  Please call 863-

2204. 

 

 
Thank you to all those who participated in the Operation Christmas 

Child Shoebox Collection!  A total of 29 boxes were collected and 

$200 from the women’s group was donated. 

 

mailto:sriggle@co.ottertail.mn.us


December 2020 Health Tip from the Welcome Place 

For anyone who might not have noticed, winter is here. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics has some suggestions to help keep children safe 
during cold weather. 

What to wear: Besides the normal warm clothes, a rule of thumb for 
older babies and young children is to dress them in one more layer of 
clothing than what an adult would wear in the same conditions. 

Hypothermia: Hypothermia develops more quickly in children than in 
adults. It can occur when a child is outdoors without proper clothing or 
becomes wet. Symptoms include shivering, lethargy, and clumsiness. If 
you suspect this, call 911 and/or get the child inside. Remove wet 
clothing, and wrap in blankets or warm clothes. 

Frostbite:  Frostbite occurs when skin and outer tissues become frozen, 
especially to extremities like fingers, toes, ears, and nose. They may 
become pale, gray, or blistered. The child may complain of numbness or 
burning. If this occurs, bring the child inside.  Do not rub the areas. 
Cover the child with clothes or warm blankets. Call you healthcare 
provider with any questions or if skin changes are noted. 

Safety:  Have children come inside to warm up. 

Allow skating only on approved area and never let a child skate alone. 
Make sure any ice covered ponds or lakes are safe for children to be on 
and that rescue equipment is available. 

Keep sledders away from motor vehicles and encourage children to sled 
sitting up or feet first. Steerable sleds allow for more control than snow 
discs or inner tubes. Evaluate the sledding area for obstructions like 
trees, fences, or rocks and ensure that the endpoints are flat. 

Skiing and snowboarding should only be attempted after instruction and 
only under supervision. All appropriate safety devices such as helmet, 
goggles, and gloves with wrist guard should be used. 

If out in bright sun, eye protection or sunscreen on exposed skin is 
recommended. 

Outdoor winter fun is a given for children in the northern states and 
attention to a few safety issues can help keep it fun! 

Katherine Jordahl, RN 



 
 

 



Please consider writing to our North Immanuel 
sponsored students from Guatemala.  
Our church sponsors three students in Guatemala through Common 
Hope (www.commonhope.org). Our sponsorship helps these students 
to be able to go to school and their families to have the resources to 
break the cycle of poverty.  
 

Your letters don’t have to be lengthy. They would love to hear from you 
and your family. Your words of encouragement can go a long way!  
 

How to send a letter: 
1. Mail to Common Hope at: 

1400 Energy Park Dr 
Suite 23 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
 

2. Write the letter online at: www.commonhope.org/hopenote  
Sending online will allow the letter to arrive quicker to Common 
Hope and the student. 

 

With all letters, please include the students name and ID provided 
below. 
 

Esly A Catavi 

Student ID 1078129-f13667 

Birthday 12/10/2002  

Age 17  

Grade 11  

Studying Electrician 

 

 
 
Alexander R Chanta 

Student ID 1078129-m1559 

Birthday 4/26/2004  

Age 16  

Grade 7 

 

http://www.commonhope.org/
http://www.commonhope.org/hopenote


 

Monica L Garcia 

Student ID 1078129-m990 

Birthday 9/23/2003  

Age 17  

Grade 10  

Studying Business Administration  

with an emphasis on Tourism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Council Meeting 

Tues. Nov 10, 2020 
 

 Vice President Brian J call the meeting to order at 6:05 

p.m. 
 

Present: Brian J, Jake J, Wayne H, Brad K & Conni A 

     Interim Pastor Isaiah Bai and Treasure: JulieAnn 

H 

 Absent: Sandie S, Heidi F, David D 
 

 Prayer led by Pastor Isaiah  

 Pastoral Report presented and accepted. 

Worship services are being livestreamed and there 

is an increase in viewers 

Bible Study on the book of Galatians is continuing 

at 10:00 a.m. following worship services 

Confirmation is going well with students attending 

Wed. class and worship services 

Will be mailing out forms to NILC members to 

update member contact information 

Pastor continuing visitations with NILC members  

Augustana District Meeting on Nov 10 and 24 

Continue to include one Sermon Transcript with the 

Seed n Feed 

Advent starts Nov 29 

 Treasure’s Report read /placed on file 

CD’s coming due in Dec (Ruby L and General Fund) 

Motion made for both CD’s to continue - sign up 17 

mo w/whatever the rate @ the time 

1
st
 Wayne H  

2
nd

 Brad K 

Motion carried 

               Benevolence distribution 

OTC “Shop With A Hero” $650 

Pelican Rapids “Shop With A Cop” $350 

1
st
 Wayne H 

2nd Brad K 

Motion Carried 

 Secretaries Report read, one correction mentioned under  



#9 Discussion having a fund Raiser for Shop with a 

Hero 

 

It was discussed but not decided that we would have a  

Drive by soup and bread meal with Christmas Concert 

Dec 2, 2020 

Correction made & report placed on file 
 

 Committee Reports 

Evangelism & Worship 

There will be information and a letter template for 

NILC members to write to Esly,  

Alexander, and Monica our sponsored godchildren. 

Any and all members are encouraged & invited to  

take part in this. 

Information will be at the back of the church or 

included with the Sunday bulletins. 
 

Stewardship  

No report 
 

Christian Education  

Serving meals for confirmands on Wednesdays 

prior to class  

Volunteer support to serve meals has been great.   

Contact Brian or Judy Johnson if you are willing to 

help out. 
 

Property & Management 

Brad’s phone is working great for livestreaming the 

Sunday worship services 

Water issues in the elevator pit was discussed 
 

 Old Business 

Discussion on options to gather additional donations 

to help generate funds for the Shop With A Hero 

Project as we have in the past with the Granders 

Christmas concert, Soup & Bread meal as we have 

in the past. 

Suggestions  



 Place an ad in the paper with the same 

template as used in the past,  

 Informing people of our plans for this year 

and encouraging them to continue to support 

the Shop With a Hero Program 
 

Conni will check with Renee Fuchs to see if 

the Granders are interested in performing a 

concert that we could livestream only on 

Dec 2
nd

.  

This would be the same day, (1st Wednesday 

following Thanksgiving) that we  

typically would schedule  the concert  

At this point it is undecided the exact plan. 

Watch for updates. 

 New Business 

Church Council and Call Committee 

Representative, Lois Aas discussed Pastoral Salary 

Proposal  
 

Motion to Adjourn 

1
st
 Wayne H 

2
nd

 Jake J 
 

Next Council Meeting Dec 8, 2020 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 8:45 p.m. 

Submitted by Conni Axness, council member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Finances 
Minnesota National Bank  
Beginning Balance 10/01/2020     $  7,631.31 
 
Income: 
Member/Loose Offering   $   4,567.00 
  Total Income     $   4,567.00 
 
  Expenses:                
  Budgeted     $   5,940.81 
 
Ending Balance 10/31/2020    
Minnesota National Bank     $   6,257.50 
   
Mail  $    825.00 
10/4/2020 $    925.00 
10/11/2020 $    955.00 
10/18/2020 $ 1,310.00 
10/25/2020 $    552.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have been 

given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in December 

so we can help each other celebrate. 

 
 Nicholas Hovland  12/03 

 Lynnzee Johnson   12/04 

 Jay Roste   12/04 

 David Fouquette   12/04 

 David Ishaug   12/06 

 Tilda Haugan   12/08 

 Peyton Christianson  12/08 

 David Dunham   12/12 
 Nolan Dunham   12/12 

 Dawn Shulstad   12/12 

 Celeste Torgerson  12/14 

 Bree Anderson   12/15 

 Jerald Lynnes   12/19 

 Josh Lynnes   12/20 

 Timothy Klovstad  12/21 

 William Wells Jr.   12/22 

 Barbara Le Claire   12/22 

 Steven Strandlien   12/26 

 Mary Thompson   12/26 

 Leo Hanville   12/31 

 
This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in December and 

your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please call it to 

Kara so we can update our records.  May your birthday be a blessed one! 
 

 

 

 

The Christmas Eve Worship Service will be on 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

North Immanuel is Online: 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 
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DECEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

Ushers:  Wayne & 

Dar Hovland (6 & 

13); Tanner & Tate 

Nelson (20 & 27) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find a 

replacement.*** 

1 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

2 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

7:00 p.m. Christmas 

Concert on Facebook 

Live 

3 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

4 

PDO 

5 

6  2ND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

7 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

 

3RD QUARTER 

MOON 

8 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

9 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

10 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

11 

PDO 

12 

13  3RD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

14 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

 

NEW MOON 

15 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

16 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

17 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

18 

PDO 

19 

Deadline for January 

S&F and Calendar 

20  4TH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

21 

WINTER BEGINS 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

1ST QUARTER 

MOON 

22 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

23 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

4:00 p.m. WS 

25  

CHRISTMAS DAY 

26 

27 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

28 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

29 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

 

FULL MOON 

30 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

  

Council member in 

charge for December:  

Jacob Johnson  

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 



You Are Never Good Enough!    Matt 25:14-30 17 

According to Studyfinds.org, 8 In 10 Millennials Believe They Aren’t ‘Good Enough’ 

Fair or not, young adults have become a scapegoat of sorts for a myriad of societal problems and changes. 

What seems to be lost in this conversation is the effect this is having on many Millennials’ mental health 

and self-confidence. 

Now, a new survey consisting of 2,000 Millennials (ages 22-38) has revealed some troubling statistics 

regarding how young adults see themselves. An astounding 80% believe they are not “good enough” in 

virtually all areas of their lives. Furthermore, 75% of the survey’s respondents admit that they constantly 

feel “overwhelmed” by pressure to succeed in their careers, find a meaningful romantic relationship, meet 

others’ expectations, and maintain a presence on social media. In all, 80% of respondents even say these 

worries have negatively impacted their sleep and admit that their overall mental health has suffered. 

So, where is all this pressure coming from? 25% of respondents say their number one source of pressure 

is their parents, followed by 20% of respondents who cite social media, and 17% say their peers and 

friends cause them the most pressure. A lot of pressure also comes directly from within, though, with 

about 50% saying they routinely place an unfair amount of pressure on themselves to succeed. 

Can you relate to that? I don’t think that statement has to be stuck with millennials. I think people from 

all generations have be told at least once in their lives that they are not good enough. It is true that we 

often make mistakes.  

If you have not made mistakes in your lives, raise your hands!  

So we carry this tag/burden with us wherever we go. “Useless”, “inadequate”, “disqualified”, “unable”, 

“liability”. We are enslaved by those titles. We want to do whatever we can to please others so that they 

can remove our titles. We have a to-do list. Only when we are able to check all the boxes, then in their 

eyes, we become worthy, useful, skillful, well-done. We can be called assets other than liabilities.  

Jesus voices differently.  

Out text is still a part of the discourse on eschatology.  

The kingdom of heaven will be a man going on a journey, so he calls his servants and entrusted to them 

his property.  

It is quite common in the ancient time that before the businessman goes away for business or vacation, or 

whatever reason, entrusts his property to his servants who are deemed trustworthy.  

The owner will not entrust his fortunate with a stranger or a thief. Only valued servants will be given this 

honorable duty of taking care of the owner’s possessions. He summons 3 servants. According to each 

person’s ability, he gives the first servant 5 talents, the second 2 talents, the third 1 talent.  

https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2020/june/8-in-10-millennials-believe-they-arent-good-enough.html
https://www.studyfinds.org/misunderstood-generation-millennials-perform-more-good-deeds-than-any-older-age-group/
https://www.studyfinds.org/inferiority-complex-8-in-10-millennials-believe-they-arent-good-enough/
https://www.alpro.com/
https://www.studyfinds.org/failure-breeds-success-study-validates-old-adage-what-doesnt-kill-me-makes-me-stronger/
https://www.studyfinds.org/social-media-addicts-struggle-make-new-friends-keep-old-ones/


You Are Never Good Enough!    Matt 25:14-30 18 

Talents here are to be confused with talents as aptitudes, but as measurement of weigh and money.  

How much is 1 talent? One talent, the smallest amount entrusted—would be six thousand days’ wage, 

roughly 20 years of salary of an average worker. Even the least skillful servant is given 1 talent, money 

worthy of 20-years of wage. Receiving 5 talents, the first slave goes and trades with the money at once, 

there is no hesitation. As a result, he is able to make it double. He now has 10 talents altogether. 

Likewise, the second servant also goes out and trades. He now has 4 talents.  

However, this servant with one talent does not imitate the first two servants to invest the money wisely. 

Rather, he goes out and digs a hole in the ground to bury the money. He is afraid of losing this huge 

amount of money.  

Now after a long time, the master returns and settles account with them. The 5-talent servant comes 

forward, bringing 5 talents more, saying, “Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five 

talents more.” His master says to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” In an almost identical way, the 

second servant comes and presents the talents. The master answers in the exact verbatim, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 

of your master.” 

Here comes the third servant who was entrusted 1 talent and kept the 1 talent without any investment. 

Pay attention to his words: “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 

you have what it yours.”  

His answer is in stark contrast to the previous two. The first two answered with gratitude, “Master, you 

delivered to me five talents; here I made five more.” They imply a sense that because you have entrusted, 

that’s how I was able to make it. Thank you for trusting me.  

This 1- talent person, claims to know the master. “I knew you.” And his depiction of the master is that 

the master instead of being merciful and gracious, is actually a greedy and harsh person. In that servant’s 

mind, the master will reap where he does not sow, and gather where he does not scatter the seed. The 

master is nothing but a bully.  

His misunderstanding of the master leads to his fear. He does not serve with gratitude, but with fear. No 

one could easily hands over things to the ones he hates. You will not entrust your enemies to take care of 

your farm when you are on vacation. If you are a coach, you only appoint the good trustworthy players in 

the game. The master has trust in this servant, therefore he gives him one talent. The master does not 

even overload the servant. Each servant is given according to his own ability. The master knows that 

this much work this person can handle, then he entrusts.  



You Are Never Good Enough!    Matt 25:14-30 19 

I entrust my 3-year-old daughter to bring me the TV remote from the TV stand because she is able to do 

so. I will not say to my three year old, “Hannah, you are cooking thanksgiving meal for all of us this 

year.”  

This master is a just master. However, in the servant’s eye, by giving him an honorable and privileged 

task, the master becomes a harsh and money-driven person who shows no mercy. This servant spurns his 

master.  

Consequently, the master repudiates him, instead of calling him “well done, good and faithful servant”, he 

addresses him as “you wicked and slothful servant!” He goes on, “you knew that I reap where I have not 

sown and gather where I scattered no seed?” The master is like, what the heck are you talking about? 

Why do you accuse me as a ruthless and cruel master? If you really think this way, then why don’t you 

put the money I gave you to the bankers and give me the interest.  

I am not a cruel and money-thirsty master, but if you think this way, then you have not done in this way. 

You are indeed a hypocrite. A wicked and slothful servant. Don’t claim you know me. You don’t know 

me.  

Now, here is the judgement, take the talent from and give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone 

who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he 

has will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ This servant will no longer belong to the master. His identity as a servant 

is taken away from him. He now is kicked out to the outmost darkness where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  

So what does this parable mean? What does it teach us? 

Who is the master? Jesus is the master.  

Who are the servants? These are the first audience of Jesus, the twelve disciples. And also us, when we 

are hearing Jesus’ words, we are his audience. Jesus then is talking to us.  

What are the differences between the first two and the third one?  

The first two are almost the same except the numbers of the talents they received. Their actions, their 

responses to the Master, and the master’s commendations to them are indistinguishable.  

They know who they are. They know that they are the servants of their master. They know that their 

master gives them his possession. The money does not belong to the servants but to the master. They 

know that the master trusts them dearly so that he is willing to allow them to handle such a huge amount 

of fortune. They are grateful for this privilege. They know that it is a privilege and honor, not a duty. 
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They are able to make money because the master has valued them and trusted them first. They do not earn 

the master’s favor by making more money. Master’s favor is already given them when he entrusted them.  

The third servant claims to know the master, but he actually does not. His grasp of the master is that 

the master is demanding, relentless, asking to much. If I invest the money and lost it, he will probably kill 

me. Therefore, it is safe not to touch it.  

There is no thanksgiving,  

there is not gratitude,  

there is no appreciation for selecting me to do this task, but only fear. 

 There is no forgiveness. The fear that if I screw up, I will be a dead man. The fear overwhelms him, and 

eventually leads him to his condemnation. The master spurns him because he spurns the master first.  

In this world, we are burdened by a lot of stuff, we are often told that we are not good enough. We are 

afraid, if we screw up, we will have severe consequences. There will be no forgiveness.  

That’s why we either be like this third servant, give it up at all. Or, we are enslaved to our own works, 

that we have this mentality, I have to do something, to compete with others, to earn the favor of others, 

and we thought we can earn favor of our master. We, out of our fear, take on this task.  

That “I have to” mentality is what this parable condemns.  

This parable promotes “I get to”, “I have the privilege to”.  

The “I have to” is enslavement of the law. The “I get to” is the fruit of spirit. The spirit empowers and 

runs in you. It is no longer you who lives, but Christ lives in you. You get to serve the Lord. Because of 

the Spirit, you get to love your neighbors.  

The guilt of the third slave is not that he has not produced enough, but his misapprehension of the 

master. He perverts the goodness of the master and twists him into a totalitarian tyrant. The master is 

gracious, and his yoke is light.  

Many churches and theologians understand this passage only to urge Christians to do good works or the 

Lord will punish them. The faithful left the church on Sunday mornings feeling that they are inadequate, 

useless, ashamed, because they are not good enough. They left the church with a to-do list, and they are 

not set free.  
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But is this parable really about “have I done enough good works?” “How much more do I need to 

gain?” “am I faithful enough?” These are the wrong attempts. When is a person good enough? Is there a 

standard by which I should devote my time, energy, effort, and money to the Lord? If I fall short of that 

limit, will I be damned? Am I ever going to be good enough? 

Guess what, you are never good enough.  

No, the lesson Jesus is teaching points back to the beginning of the parable. The merciful master entrusts 

to his servants. In this fallen world, we are chocked by the worldly matters and those matters distract us 

from focusing on the Lord. We forgot that we are the Lord’s. The Lord has loved me so much to call me 

as his servant, he values me so much that he entrusts me even 1 talent, 20 year salary. He has “faith” in 

me. He has bought me, claimed me, marked me as his own, saved me from my transgression, and give me 

my new life by laying down his own life, am I now, turn and say, Lord, I knew you are a harsh person?  

IT IS about identity in Christ. That you are Christ’s. 

Yes, you will make mistakes. We are never good enough. I believe that we will say to the Lord, one 

day,Lord, thank you for entrusting me with those good gifts, but I have not produced enough, I AM 

SORRY. The Lord will say, “I know you might fail, but still well done, good and faithful servant.” 

Remember our confession at the beginning? We are never going to be good enough, that’s why we 

confess daily. Most merciful God. (See we don’t call you a harsh person). We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have left a lot of 

things undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. Sometimes we place other things above 

God. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Sometimes I am mad at my neighbor, my employer, 

my wife, my children, I have not loved them enough. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will an walk in your ways to the 

glory of your holy name.  

Many churches leave you hanging there. They own ask for confession and never give out absolution.  

Almighty God, in his mercy, (again, he is not a harsh person), has given His Son to die for us, and for 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Well done, good and faithful servant. Go in peace, and serve the Lord. 

 

 


