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MISSION STATEMENT 

As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of 
the gift of grace we have received through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

 -To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 
-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and 

further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through 
worship and serving others in our community and throughout the 

world. 
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March 2021 
 

To all the families of North Immanuel Lutheran Church, who are 

loved by God and called to be saints;  

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Romans 1:7 

 

Lutheranism, among other denominations has retained the practice 

of Church Calendar. Starting from the Ash Wednesday, we are 

officially in the Lenten Season. If you grew up in a church, you are 

not unfamiliar with this season.  

 

But What is Lent anyways? Why does it matter? 

 

Is Lent about having ashes on your foreheads?  

Is Lent about refraining yourselves from eating meat on Fridays?  

Is Lent about giving something up for God?  

 

All these above are the outward appearances of how to observe 

Lent. But they are not the core essence of Lent itself.  

 

Pastor Daniel Ostercamp of Hallock, MN and I went to NDSU 

campus on Ash Wednesday to give out ashes. We were stationing 

in the student center and invited the students to receive ashes. 

Some did come and receive. Others rejected. One of the common 

responses we received from those students was “No, thank you. I 

am good.” However, in reality, you and I are not good. We are 

caught and bound in our sinful nature and cannot free ourselves. 

 

Lent is a season to reflect on our brokenness, sinfulness, and our 

inability to save ourselves. The ash on your forehead are more than 

a symbol to tell the world that you are a practicing Christian. The 

ash, frankly, is the verdict of death penalty. It is the doctor’s report 

telling you that you have Stage IV Cancer that is beyond any 

treatments. We are reminded of our mortality, “Remember you are 

dust, to dust you shall return.” We should seriously reflect on our 

destiny. 

 



Not only does our God speak Law to us, in order to convict us of 

our numerous sins, the same God also speaks Gospel to those who 

believe in him, so that we may have hope for the future. We are 

reminded that the very Word of God comes from those appointed 

by the Office of the Keys to proclaim His judgment. 

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, by His 

authority, and in His stead, I forgive you all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Go in peace, and serve the Lord! 

 

Pastor Isaiah Bai 

 

 

 

 
North Immanuel will be celebrating our 150th Anniversary this 

summer. We are looking for pictures, articles or memories that you 

have and would like to share. Of particular interest are pictures of 

the West church which there does not seem to be many of.  

 

Thank You, 

Dawn Shulstad, Kara Tollerud, Heidi Fouquette, Bonnie Harry 

Anniversary Committee 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                        
Would you consider sharing your  

love for and gift of music? 

~ ~ ~ 

At the Feb 9th council meeting it was decided that we 

should not resume singing hymns as a congregation yet. 

However we would encourage individuals or a couple 

people at a time to lead Sunday hymns from the balcony 

or offer a special music selection of their own.  

Vocal or Instrumental. 



Church Finances 
Minnesota National Bank  
Beginning Balance 1/01/2021     $10,153.10 
 
Income: 
Member/Loose Offering  $   6,020.00 
  Total Income     $   6,020.00 
 
  Expenses:                
  Budgeted     $   5,533.21 
 
Ending Balance 1/31/2021      
Minnesota National Bank     $ 10,639.89 
   
Mail  $    325.00 
1/3/2021 $ 1,130.00 
1/10/2021 $    920.00 
1/17/2021 $    875.00 
1/24/2021 $ 1,640.00 
1/31/2021 $ 1,130.00 

 

Church Council Minutes 

1) February 9, 2021 Church Council meeting called to order at 

6:05 p.m. 

a) Present: Sandie, Heidi, Conni, Dave, Wayne, and Pastor 

Isaiah, 

b) Absent: Brian and Jacob 

2) Pastor Isaiah read Devotions: 

3) Pastors Report 

a) Pastor Isaiah visited the shut inns at Fergus and Pelican 

Rapids. 

b) The Confirmation Retreat: 

i) It will be a 3-day event. 

ii) Pastor Randy will fill in on Sunday. 

c) Ash Wednesday Services will start on 2-17 at 7:00 p.m. 

d) Plan to purchase a new printer to print bigger bulletins for 

those in need. 

i) New printer cost is $300-$400. 



4) Dave Dunham inquired about congregation members singing 

during service.  

a) It was decided to leave for now and review each month. 

 

5) A motion was made and discussed to send out envelopes for 

special Services. 

a) Council decided to send out around Special Dates. 

i) Christmas 

ii) Easter 

iii) July 4
th

 

iv) And All Saints Day 

b) 1
st
 by Dave. 

c) 2nd by Conni. 

d) Motion Carried. 

6) Property Report: Nothing to report. 

7) Benevolence Account  

a) Motion Made and discussed to spend $1000 on the Back-

Pack programs in Barnesville and Pelican Rapids with $500 

going to each. 

i) 1
st
 by Dave 

ii) 2nd by Conni 

iii) Motion Carried 

8) Council meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

9) Next Meeting March 9
th

 at 6:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Heidi Fouquette, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

“Always show kindness and love to others.  Your words might be 

filling the empty places in someone’s heart.” 

Mandy Hale 

 

 

 

 



March 2021 Health Tip from The Welcome Place 

Now that the Covid-19 vaccine is slowly becoming more 
accessible, I thought I would remind people of the general 
instructions that accompany the vaccine.  

It’s important to read the instructions that came with your 
particular version of the vaccine. Don’t throw away your Covid-
19 Vaccination registration card as you will need it to get the 
second dose. 

By the time you get an instruction sheet, you have already made 
the decision to participate in the vaccination program. Your 
provider has evaluated your allergies and any other health issues 
and determined that the benefits of the vaccine outweigh the 
risks.  

As with any vaccine or medication, an unexpected allergic 
reaction can occur. The symptoms of this would be a skin rash, 
itching, hives, swelling of the face or tongue, dizziness, weakness, 
fast heartbeat, or trouble breathing. For any of these (which 
generally occur shortly after administration), contact your health 
care provider immediately. 

Side effects that usually do not require medical attention include 
soreness at site of injection, fatigue, chills, fever, joint or muscle 
pain, and nausea.  

Even though you may have started the vaccination series, you 
have not developed immunity to Covid-19 and will still need to 
use the common sense instructions of wearing a mask, social 
distancing, avoiding crowds, and frequent hand washing for a 
time after your second vaccine. 

You will get another information sheet at you second vaccination 
and it’s possible that there may be some changes in it compared 
to the first one so be sure to read it. 

If you have any questions about the particular vaccine you are 
getting or the instructions for it, be sure to ask. 

Katherine Jordahl, RN 



 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have 

been given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in 

March so we can help each other celebrate. 

 

 Paul Aarness   03/01 

 Daniel Lynnes   03/01 

 Terry Sillerud   03/02 

 Erik Lynnes   03/03 

 Arlene Delp   03/04 

 Mark Follingstad  03/05 

 Brent Tollerud   03/07 

 Ryan Lindell   03/07 

 Colten Dunham  03/08 

 Charlene Klovstad  03/09 

 Darleen Hovland  03/14 

 Tate Nelson   03/16 

 Philip Shulstad  03/21 

 Emiliano Jasso  03/21 

 Bonnie Harry   03/22 

 Brenda Haugrud  03/31 

 

This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in March and 

your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please 

call it to Kara so we can update our records.  May your birthday be 

a blessed one! 

 
North Immanuel is Online: 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 
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MARCH 2021 
Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

 

3 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. LS 

4 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

5 

WORLD DAY OF 

PRAYER 

PDO 

LAST QUARTER 

MOON 

6 

7 

3RD SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

8 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

9 

6:00 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

10 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. LS 

11 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

12 

PDO 

13 

 

 

 

NEW MOON 

14 4TH SUNDAY IN 

LENT; DAYLIGHT-

SAVING TIME 

BEGINS; 9:00 a.m. 

WS; 10:00 a.m. BS 

15 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

16 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

17 

ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. LS 

18 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

19 

PDO 

20 

SPRING BEGINS 

Deadline for April 

S&F and Calendar 

21 

5TH SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

1ST QUARTER MOON 

22 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

23 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

24 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. LS 

25 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

26 

PDO 

27 

28 

PALM SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

 

FULL MOON 

29 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

30 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

31 Ushers:  Kevin, Katy, 

Kaden, & Kylee Holt 

(7 & 14); Wayne & 

Dar Hovland (21 & 

28) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find a 

replacement.*** 

 

Council member in 

charge for March:  

Wayne Hovland 

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 



Jesus the Exorcist Mark 1:21-28 12 

In an interview with New York magazine, the late Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia explained his beliefs 

about the reality of the Devil. After mentioning his belief in a real heaven and hell he interjected, "I even 

believe in the Devil." The interview continued (with interviewer in bold): 

 

You do? 

 

Of course! Yeah, he's a real person …. 

 

Have you seen evidence of the Devil lately? 

 

You know, it is curious. In the Gospels, the Devil is doing all sorts of things. He's making pigs run off cliffs, 

he's possessing people and whatnot. And that doesn't happen very much anymore … It's because he's smart. 

 

So what's he doing now? 

 

What he's doing now is getting people not to believe in him or in God. He's much more successful that way … I 

mean, c'mon, that's the explanation for why there's not demonic possession all over the place. That always 

puzzled me. What happened to the Devil, you know? He used to be all over the place. He used to be all over the 

New Testament. What happened to him? He got wilier. 

 

Isn't it terribly frightening to believe in the Devil? 

 

You're looking at me as though I'm weird. My God! Are you so out of touch with most of America, most of 

which believes in the Devil? I mean, Jesus Christ believed in the Devil! It's in the Gospels! You travel in circles 

that are so, so removed from mainstream America that you are appalled that anybody would believe in the 

Devil! Most of mankind has believed in the Devil, for all of history. Many more intelligent people than you or 

me have believed in the Devil. 

 

The late justice Scalia was not a theologian, but his point was spot on. Devil exists, and he is pretty much 

active.  

What does Jesus say about the demons and exorcism?  

 

Our text for today picks up from last week. Last week we talked about Jesus’ Call. Jesus has summoned 4 

disciples so far. Two pairs of brothers: Simon and Andrew; James and John. All four of them have left their jobs 

and even their families to follow Jesus.  

 

Now they go into Capernaum. Capernaum is the home of Peter. During Jesus’ earthly ministry, Capernaum 

becomes a home-base. It happens to be on a Sabbath day—a day that dedicated for reading the Word of God, 

worship, and prayer.  

 

Jesus enters into the synagogue in Capernaum. He begins to teach there. Synagogue is the religious and social 

center for the local Jews. On the three major festival days, the Jews will go up to Jerusalem and worship at the 

temple.  

 

But on a regular Sabbath day, they will gather in the synagogue to hear the Torah read and taught just like we 

gather on Sundays to pray, praise, read the Scripture, and explain the Scripture.  

 

The jewish custom permits a guest speaker to preach there. Jesus is given this honor to teach in front of his 

fellow citizens. Jesus’ teaching must have been dynamic and vigorous to the point that all listeners are 

overwhelmingly astonished at his teaching because Jesus does not teach like their usual teachers—the scribes, 

but as someone who has authority. 



Jesus the Exorcist Mark 1:21-28 13 

 It is not to say that the scribes’ teaching bore the congregation to death. The scribes are trained elite 

scholars in the Old Testament. They interpret the Jewish law and deliver judgments. They are faithful and pious 

to the degree that even the gentiles are aware of their reputation. But Jesus, when compared to the prominent 

and well-respected scribes, surpasses them in his teaching.  

Jesus has authority in the temporal realm. 

 

And immediately, there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, or demon-possessed. The demon 

within him cries out, “what have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?”  

From his words we can tell that the demon is not very happy about the coming of Jesus. “What have you to do 

with us” is a polite way to say, “Mind your own business” “Do not interfere.” The demon even knows the name 

of Jesus. 

 The demon continues “Have you come to destroy us?”  

What is your purpose Jesus?  

Why do you come here?  

You are not here to watch the super bowl game, are you?  

Have you come to destroy us demons? 

 

The demon knows who Jesus is and what he is capable of.  

He is fully aware that Jesus is able to destroy him and his fellows.  

Jesus is able to cast our demons because he is the Holy one of God. Eventually, the disciples and the crowd 

will know that the Holy one of God is indeed the Son of God.  
 

There is the irony. While the disciples and the bystanders in the synagogue have no clue that Jesus is the Holy 

one of God, the demon knows and fears.  

How many people in our culture do not know nor fear Jesus? We need to ponder on that. Are we worse than the 

demons if we do not know Jesus, or knowing him without fearing him?  

Hearing the words of the demon, Jesus rebukes him, and speaks, “Be silent, and come out of him!”  

And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him.  

Pay attention to the method which Jesus performs the exorcism. He is not like the superheros in Marvel’s 

movies. Gear up his suit and weapons. Use laser to defeat the villain. He merely speaks.  

Jesus’ Word is Deed.  
 

Jesus pronounced “Be silent”. It is not like the demon has a remote controller and he presses the mute button.  

The silencing of the demon is accomplished when Jesus speaks the words. The demon is casted out when 

Jesus says, “come out of him.” No matter how hard the unclean spirit begs or resists, he cannot change Jesus’ 

verdict.  

This exorcism deepens the crowd’s amazement. They are questioning among each other, “what is this? A new 

teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean sprits, and they obey him.”  

 

Those folks who spent their entire adulthood in the synagogue, listening to the teaching of the scribes, have 

never seen such a miraculous scene like this one. This is indeed a new teaching.  

 

Josephus, a Roman historian, recorded the exorcism done by a Jewish man named Eleazar.  

This man put a ring to the nostrils of the demoniac, after which he drew out the demon through his nostrils; and 

the man fell down immediately, he renounced him to return into him no more, and recite the incantations which 

he composed. It was believed that Solomon received the power to cast out demons. Any exorcists wished to 

perform exorcism would have to recite the Solomon’s incantation.  

Whereas the other exorcists need the power of Solomon, Jesus has authority over the demons. Jesus does not 

borrow the power from other people. He spoke, the demon was out.  

 



Jesus the Exorcist Mark 1:21-28 14 

Jesus has authority in the temporal realm that his power surpasses the scribes, and he also has authority 

in the spiritual realm that he is able to expel demons verbally.  

 

Jesus’ words have power. Jesus has authority.  

What does that mean to us?  

Jesus has authority over us as well. His promises will accomplish. His words do not return empty.  

 

Our church, North Immanuel, has a rich history. I often boast about our church before my pastor friends. I say, 

look, my church was founded in 1871! Our church is still here after 150 years. The descendants of the pioneers 

of the church still worship here. It is something we should celebrate. 

Nevertheless, our history is not flawless.  

If we study our own history, we found out that we had divisions among us.  

North Immanuel joined the Norwegian Synod in 1875.  

13 years later, it was first proposed to sever relations with the Norwegian synod. Pastor Rosholt protested. As a 

result, the church divided in half: the East church and the West church.  

Those two combined again in 1948, 60 years after the original schism.   

 

A few years ago, our church left the ELCA due to its doctrinal stance, and joined the LCMC. To my 

knowledge, that also caused the disagreements and conflicts among ourselves.  
 

Do we still have rifts among ourselves? Yes. Politics, for one. 

The ways we respond to certain policies can also divide us.  

Do we still have disagreement, spite, quarrel, or even “hatred” among us? Yes we do.  

We no longer voice our opinions, but silently leave the church and join a different one.  

 

Is the devil still active? Yes. The devil speaks to us to cause divisions. The demon makes us to see each other no 

longer as brothers and sisters in Christ, but as “us vs. them”.  

The demon emphasizes the differences between us and ignore the things we have in common.  

 

The demon amplifies the mistakes our brothers make and dismiss the good qualities of our brothers.  

 

The demon tells us not to forgive our sisters because they don’t deserve our forgiveness.  

 

But Jesus has authority to cast out demons and set the captive free.  

Are we not like the demon-possessed man who cannot help but live in misery? Jesus sets him free.  

You who are hurt by other brothers or sisters in church, to whom the demon has said not to forgive others. I tell 

you this, you are set free. Jesus has casted out the division among us.  

When we talk about forgiveness, the entire forgiveness given to you.  

Sins are undone to you. Sins are casted out for you.  

Not just the sins you have done, but also the sins others have done to you. They are gone.  

Do not live as if those sins are still there. 

Live like a free man! 

  

 


