
 



NORTH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PELICAN RAPIDS, MINNESOTA  218-863-5447 

NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Pastor Isaiah Bai (541) 968-4358  

1025 Westside Drive, Fergus Falls, MN 56537  
Email:  pastorbai@outlook.com 
 

Parish Secretary, Kara Tollerud    (218) 731-2672 

43303 County Hwy 21, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572              

Email:  nilchurch@yahoo.com  
 

Council President Sandie Strandlien   (218) 863-6416 

29342 180th Ave S, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
 

Council Vice President Brian Johnson   (218) 863-2204 

14067 State Hwy 108, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
 

Council Secretary Heidi Fouquette    (218) 234-1478 

45718 150th Ave, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
 

Squares President Lee Follingstad    (218) 354-2367 

406 11th St NE, Barnesville, MN 56514 
 

Custodian:  Steve Strandlien   (701) 730-4423 cell  

29342 180th Ave S, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 (218) 863-6416 home 
 

Treasurer:  Julie Ann Holt     (218) 863-5226 

14391 430th St, Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of 
the gift of grace we have received through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

 -To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 
-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and 

further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through 
worship and serving others in our community and throughout the 

world. 

 

 
CEMETERY BOARD OFFICERS 

 

Chairman—David Aas  (218) 863-5455 
Treasurer—Judy Johnson (218) 863-2204 

Secretary—Bill Osborne (218) 863-7913 
 



November 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Peace and Grace from our Lord Jesus be with you! 
 

I was always amazed by snow. I know that some of you who were 

born and raised in the Mid-West find snow more annoying than 

amazing. As for me, who was born and raised in Shanghai, China, 

where on average it snows every decade, you know how excited I 

was to see the snow. My American hometown—Eugene, Oregon, 

snows every other year for a short period of time. While we still 

lived there, I once promised my wife Kaitlin that one day, we 

would move to somewhere we could have a white Christmas like 

the ones you see on a Christmas card.  
 

In summer 2018, we did move to Minnesota. We were so animated 

when we saw snowing falling down from heaven like the movies. 

We were so obsessed with the snow until the snow turned nasty. 

We quickly found out that the snow in Minnesota actually stayed 

for months. We would have to find ways to remove it or we would 

be trapped by it. Well, I had never seen a snowblower nor did I 

know it actually existed. Guess what, I shoveled the snow out of 

my driveway with my bare hands for two hours straight. Ever since 

that, I never pray for snow any more. I finally get to feel how 

Minnesotans feel about the snow, through a hard lesson! 
 

In addition to cold weather and snow, we know something else is 

coming—Election. Election can hardly be ignored and avoided 

since it is permeated everywhere. It somehow dominates our TV 

channels, social medias, newspapers, and even conversations 

between friends and families. Politics also divides. It can divide 

families and friends.  

We Americans care about our country, that’s why we vote for the 

best candidate who can better represent us. We have rendered to 

Caesar what belongs to Caesar—our patriotism. Yet, have we 

rendered to God what belongs to God? There is a tax that only God 

can exact—faith. We do not pay our faith and hope to a particular 

candidate, but to God alone.  
 

Brothers and sisters, let me tell you this, whether your favored 

candidate is elected or not, one thing remains the same—you are 



the children of God. You are made in God’s image and declared as 

God’s own sons and daughters. That means those who vote 

differently than you but pray the same Lord’s Prayer with you are 

your brothers and sisters in Christ, for we pray that “Our Father 

who art in heaven”. Do not let your earthly citizenship blindfold 

and hinder your heavenly citizenship. Do not place your entire 

hope in politicians but in God alone. You all ultimately belong to 

God. You are blessed! Rejoice!  
 

In Christ, 
The Rev. Y. Isaiah Bai, Interim Pastor 

 

Church Finances 
Minnesota National Bank  
Beginning Balance 09/01/2020     $  7,886.14 
 
Income: 
Member/Loose Offering    $   4,952.00 
  Total Income     $   4,952.00 
 
  Expenses:                
  Budgeted     $   5,206.83 
 
Ending Balance 09/30/2020      
Minnesota National Bank     $   7,631.31 
   
Mail  $    975.00 
9/6/2020 $ 1,405.00 
9/13/2020 $    655.00 
9/20/2020 $    910.00 
9/27/2020 $ 1,007.00 

 

The Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Collection will be on November 22, 

2020.  There are boxes and pamphlets 

available at church.  Please view the 

website,  

< https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-

we-do/operation-christmas-child/> for 

more information. 



Church Annual Meeting Minutes 
 

1) 2020-10-11 Church Annual meeting called to order at 

10:00 a.m. by Sandie 

2) Pastors report was read by Pastor Isaiah. 

3) Secretaries report was read by Heidi. 

4) Motion to accept Secretaries report as read with no 

exceptions was made. 

a) 1
st
 by Leon 

b) 2
nd

 by Dawn 

c) Motion carried 

5) The outdoor service amount for the upcoming year was 

increased. 

6) Treasurers report was placed on file. 

7) Councils report was presented by Sandie.  Sandie discussed 

getting the church ready for members to return due to 

Covid Guidelines. 

8) Outgoing Council Members Greg, Dawn and Nolan were 

thanked for their service. 

9) New members Wayne, Brad and Dave were voted on and 

accepted. 

a) 1
st
 by Duane 

b) 2
nd

 by Brian 

c) Motion Carried 

10)  Robyn Nelson is going to do the youth group for another 

year. 

11) Dawn Presented combining the youth group and the board 

of education. 

a) To be discussed at the next council meeting. 

12) No Sunday  School children. 

13) There are 5 confirmands currently. 

14) The budget was Unanimously approved and placed on file. 

a) 1
st
 by Dave Dunham 

b) 2
nd

 by Leon 

c) Motion carried 

15) Call committee 

a) Bonnie is developing questions to be asked during 

candidate interviews. 



16) Discussion started about moving the Annual meeting to 

January due to harvesting interference. 

a) This would extend Sandie, Heidi and Jacob’s Council 

membership by 4 months into January. 

i)  1
st
 by David Dunham 

ii) 2
nd

 by Dawn 

iii) Motion Carried 

17) Kara brought up the 150-year NILC anniversary  There will 

be  a committee assembled to plan for celebration. 

a) Members are as follows:  Dawn, Heidi, Bonnie, and 

Kara. 

18) Leon brought up having church services at 09:00 all year 

starting November 1
st
, 2020. 

a) Discussion about when Bible Study would move to 

10:00. 

b) 1
st
 by Leon 

c) 2
nd

 by Steve 

d) Motion carried. 

19) A nominating Committee for January 2022. 

a) Committee members are Donna, Mary Kay, and Dar. 

20) Jane Knorr inquired about the longevity of NILC. 

21) Pastor Isaiah reminded members that all are welcome at the 

Council Meetings to provide input. 

22) Mary Kay asked how many Thrivent members were in 

church 10-11-2020. 

23) Conni discussed the Drive-by-Soup and Bread meal to 

include Christmas Cookies, with Free Will Offering.  Also 

having the Granders music piped outside during the Drive-

by-Meal.  Details forthcoming. 

24) Tessie oversees Operation Christmas Child boxes to be 

filled. 

a) Pelican Rapids has a designated drop off.  November 

22
nd

 is the ending deadline for contributions. 

b) Jane Knorr suggested leaving the collection boxes 

dropped off at church to remain downstairs. 

25) Next Council meeting was set for 10-13-2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

26) Mary Kay provided supper for the confirmands. 

a) There is a sign-up sheet for others to Provide Supper. 

27) Motion to adjourn Annual meeting 



a) 1
st
 by Duane 

b) 2
nd

 by Leon 

c) Motion Carried. 
 

Submitted by Heidi Fouquette, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Council Minutes 
 

1) 2020-10-13 Church Council meeting called to order at 6:05 

p.m. 

a) Present: Sandie, Heidi, Brad, Wayne, Conni, Pastor Isaiah, 

Brian, Jacob and Dave. 

b) Absent: None 

2) Pastor Isaiah read Devotions: 

3) Pastors Report 

a) He is going to Livestream Sermons on Facebook. 

b) Started Bible study 

c) He met everyone for assisted living/Nursing home 

except for Dennis Stoen. 

d) He met with the confirmands & families 

e) October 25
th
 is a Pulpit Exchange with Reverend Tom 

Olson. 

f) Pastor is going to connect with Robyn Nelson regarding 

Outreach Center in Fergus Falls concerning collection of 

Baby items. 

4) Jacob is going to research regarding phone for future 

Livestreaming Services approved up to $500.00. 

a) 1
st
  by Wayne 

b) 2
nd

 by Conni 

c) Motion carried. 

5) Council discussed mailing out the Sermons. Decided to 

include in Feed and Seed. Those interested can contact Kara 

to have them mailed out going forward. 

6) Secretaries Report. 

a) Correction made to add Nolan to the members going off 

Council. 

7) Motion made to combine both youth groups under Christian 

Education Group. 

a) 1
st
 by Brad 

b) 2
nd

 by Jacob 

c) Motion Carried. 

8) New members were added as follows: Dave Dunham and 

Brad Knorr were added to Stewardship, Wayne was added to 

Property and Management. 

9) Discussed having a fund raiser for Shop with a Hero. 



a) It was decided to have a drive by soup and bread meal on 

Wednesday December 2
nd

. 

b) Conni will check to see if the Granders can be piped 

outside while serving the Soup and Bread meal. 

10) Sandie contacted the Pelican and Barnesville papers to 

include Change Church Services at 09:00 and Bible Study at 

10:00 starting November 1st . 

11) Next meeting set for November 10
th
 at 6:00 p.m. No 

December Meeting 

12) Benevolence of $500.00 given to local family in support. 

a) 1
st
 by Brian 

b) 2
nd

 by Brad 

c) Motion Carried. 

13) Conni asked Kara for a report to include Members in assisted 

living, Nursing Home, Active and In-Active Members. 

14) Pastor Isaiah to install new Council Members in November. 

15) Jacob inquired about current status of elevator issues. 

a) Brian stated he did not know after the last rain but maybe 

Greg would know and they would ask him. 

16) Wayne is going to check with Steve about 

replacing siding vs painting the existing siding 

under warranty. 

17) Council meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 
Next Meeting November 10

th
 6:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Heidi Fouquette, Secretary 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER HEALTH TIP FROM THE WELCOME PLACE 

November is coming fast…faster than I thought! We’ve already had 
several days of snow and more is forecasted for this week. That means 
upcoming holidays, gatherings, etc. All in a continuing covid world.  
Follow the health rules we’ve all been made aware of…masks, 
distancing, avoid crowds. Until there’s an effective covid vaccine, we 
have limited options if we want to protect ourselves and others. Don’t 
forget your flu shot! 

Protecting ourselves is an issue, though. How many of us have cancelled 
or postponed routine health screenings? Statistics show many have. 
This has the potential to increase the impact of covid related problems. I 
was reminded of this when I looked at the schedule for monthly health 
observances and realized that October is breast cancer awareness 
month. I noticed some football players on TV with pink on their 
uniforms too, so they remembered.  I didn’t! 

So here’s a reminder…call to schedule a mammogram. The clinic will 
give you multiple instructions on how to effectively go to a routine 
appointment. If follow up is indicated, do it.  

If other tests need to be scheduled, schedule them. We don’t help 
anyone if we don’t help ourselves. This is doubly true for family 
caregivers. I know some agencies have been unable to send workers 
into homes so that’s put an additional burden on family caregivers. 
However, those agencies are usually able to help you plan for getting 
the care you and your loved one needs.  

Finally, ask for what you need…your church may have ideas. I saw on 
Facebook that Faith Lutheran was able to get a crew together to help 
people complete their fall work. I’m sure other churches have done 
similar activities. 

 The online church activities have been a blessing to those who feel 
unable to go out and we all owe a debt of gratitude to the technology 
experts who have made that possible. Thank you to all! 

Katherine Jordahl, RN 

 

 

 

 



 

Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota, in a program implemented 

in collaboration with the Welcome Place of Pelican rapids, 

continues to offer Caregiver Support programs virtually. These 

programs allow caregivers to network with one another, express 

frustration/stressors, and receive support from one another. The 

groups have continued to meet virtually throughout the Covid 

crisis and plans are to continue to meet this way. Please contact 

Laura Hawk at 218-220-7517 if you would like to get connected to 

an online group. If you don't have access to technology, Laura can 

get you set up with what you need and can walk you through the 

process. I am involved with a group out of Pelican Rapids and we 

all seem to enjoy meeting/talking and finding out we're not alone 

in the issues we face. If you live somewhere else, Laura has groups 

meeting in several area counties and can work with wherever you 

need to be. 

Katherine Jordahl, RN   

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have been 

given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in November 
so we can help each other celebrate. 

 
 Tanner Nelson   11/03 

 Gerald Thompson  11/06 

 Jayme Lynnes   11/06 
 Johanna Knorr   11/09 

 Amanda Dunham   11/10 

 Heidi Fouquette   11/16 

 Kelly Osborne   11/16 

 Scott Delp   11/17 

 Beverly Mahmood  11/18 

 Sherry Klovstad   11/19 

 Logan Knorr   11/21 

 Joseph Roste   11/24 

 Jared Lynnes   11/25 

 Allyssa Ross   11/26 
 Ethan Fearing   11/27 

 Kelly Lindell   11/28 

 

This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in November and 

your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please call it to 
Kara so we can update our records.  May your birthday be a blessed one! 

 

 
 

 
If anyone would love to have the pastor’s sermon notes mailed to 

them every week, please contact Kara. 

 

 

North Immanuel is Online: 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 

Beginning November 1, 2020, Worship 

will start at 9:00 a.m. year round.  Bible 

Study will be at 10:00 a.m. 



 NORTH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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 PELICAN RAPIDS, MN 56572-0438 
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NOVEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 ALL SAINTS’ 

DAY; DAYLIGHT-

SAVING TIME 

ENDS; 9:00 a.m. 

WS/HC; 10:00 a.m. 

BS 

2 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

3 

ELECTION DAY 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

4 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

5 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

6 

PDO 

7 

8 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

 

3RD QUARTER 

MOON 

9 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

10 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

11 

VETERANS DAY 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

12 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

13 

PDO 

14 

15 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

 

NEW MOON 

16 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

17 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

18 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

19 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

20 

PDO 

Deadline for 

December S&F and 

Calendar 

21 

 

 

 

1ST QUARTER 

MOON 

22 

9:00 a.m. WS & OCC 

Shoebox Collection 

10:00 a.m. BS 

23 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

24 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

25 

2:30-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

26 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY 

27 

PDO 

28 

29 1ST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

30 

9:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

POH 

 

FULL MOON 

 Ushers:  Paul 

Follingstad & Jeff 

Holt (1, 8, & 15); 

David & Lois Aas (22 

& 29) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find a 

replacement.*** 

 

Council member in 

charge for November:  

David Dunham   

 

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 



When day is the first Tuesday after November 1st? Election day! Every four years on this day, 

Americans will cast their votes to elect the president after their own hearts.  

Politics is very sensitive. When I was still a new international student just arriving in the United 

States, fresh out of boat someone would say, I had been kindly reminded again and over again 

by my American friends, “Whatever you do, do not bring up politics.”  

As an intern pastor in Fergus, I was also told by my mentor pastor again and over again, 

“Isaiah, whatever you preach on, do not bring up politics.” But my friends, you know I am wild, 

I am going to bring up politics.  

Indeed, Politics is sensitive. It can tear families apart. On August 25, 2020, the New York Times 

published an article, some of you may be disappointed “Pastor Isaiah, why would you read the 

New York Times?”, I am reading this particular article because it observed a common 

phenomenon that we could all agree to. The title is “Can Love Survive This Election?” with the 

sub-title “The presidential race is in full swing, and more couples (some on the left, some on 

the right) are finding themselves fighting about politics”.  

It went on and shared the story of Julie Sanchez.  

Julie Sanchez, a business operations consultant in Orcutt, Calf., recently celebrated her 15th 

wedding anniversary — a milestone that she wasn’t sure she would hit, given the recent strain 

politics has brought to her marriage. “There’s a giant elephant and a giant donkey, and they’re 

both in the living room,” was how Ms. Sanchez, 59, a registered Democrat, described the 

situation. Ms. Sanchez and her husband, a Republican voter, had never discussed government 

affairs when dating, and early in their marriage they were too busy raising three children to 

make such debates a priority. “It actually never became a bone of contention until the 2016 

election,” she said. Lately it has become increasingly difficult for them to converse without 

discussions turning contentious. “Frankly, I try to avoid it, because it’s gotten to the point 

where there is no reasonable conversation and it’s quite painful,” Ms. Sanchez said. And so 

they have banned political speak at home — “because it’s so charged,” she said — but with 

the approaching election constantly in the news, once forbidden topics have become 

impossible to evade. Ken Jewell, a New York City divorce lawyer, said that this year’s divorce 

rate has been beyond insane. 

 

Not only did the politics divides family, it can also divide a church.  

 

 



On September 17, 2020, The Baptist Standard website reported that “A 21-year-old minister 
from Arlington who was licensed to preach when he was enrolled in seminary, after publicly 
endorsed Joe Biden for president on social media, was told by the pastor of the church where 
he completed a year-long pastoral internship that his license to the gospel ministry would “not 
be renewed.” 
 
Could you believe that?! It is surprising and not surprising at the same time. We can expect 
that those incidents are bound to happen. I am afraid more and more will keep happening 
over politics. This begs the question, What then should the Christian’s stands on politics be?  
 
Let me remind you that we are still in the sequence of Jesus’ interactions with the religious 
leaders, namely the chief priests, the Pharisees, the Scribes, the elders of the Jews. The 
prominent leaders out of their resentment, having been wanting to have Jesus arrested. 
Through three different parables, Jesus continues to warn them of the impending judgment 
and admonish them to repent and believe in him. Yet, the elite class fails to heed the Savior’s 
exhortations. Then the Pharisees go and plot a plan.  
It is worth mentioning that in the Gospel according to Matthew, every other time the 
Pharisees “take counsel” or “plot”, they intend to destroy Jesus. They don’t plan/plot a 
superbowl watching party. This time is not different. Their purpose is obvious—to entangle 
him in his words. They hope that Jesus’ speech will provide sufficient evidences to arrest him. 
The plot leads to action. They send their representatives—their disciples accompanied by the 
Herodians. Some scholars believe that Herodians are the ones who support Herod as well as 
the Roman Empire. Conversely, the Pharisees are not ardent fans of the empire. They long for 
liberty from the Romans. Amazingly, on the matter of ensnaring Jesus, the two incompatible 
groups cooperate. 
 
They say to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, 
and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.” The 
wicked disciples of the Pharisees and the Herodians profess that Jesus is a truthful teacher 
who teaches the way of God truthfully.  
Those people don’t actually believe that Jesus’ teaching is from God. If they do, they will pay 

attention to his warnings, repent of their sins, and believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God. They said that out of insincere flattery. It is preparation to entrap Jesus. They 

attempt to lower Jesus’ guard with the sweet talks.  

“So tell us, Dear Prof. Know it all, what do you think, Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 

not?” This tax to Romans may have been a contributing factor to social unrest and violence 

which happened a generation ago. This tax is still a heated subject to broach. Is it lawful—is it 

in accordance with God’s law to pay tax to Caesar a gentile who rules over and exploits God’s 

people?”  



Do the wicked people actually care about the answer? Not likely, all they care is how to trap 

Jesus. If Jesus says “Yes”, he is complying the Roman law, but he will lose his followers who 

want to have liberty from the Romans. If he answers “No”, the Herodians could report to the 

authority that Jesus deliberately rejects his homage to Caesar.  

Either Jesus is going to jail or lose his reputation.  

Knowing the malice of their hearts, his reply consists three parts: an accusation, a non-answer, 

and a challenge. He first accuses them as “hypocrites”. Jesus knows that the group are not 

asking a genuine question but to set him up. He rightly points out that they are hypocrites.  

Then Jesus gives a non-answer. It is not really a direct answer to their question. He asks to see 

a coin for tax. Then he asks them, “whose likeness and inscription is this?”  

By asking this question, every one present presumably knows the answer of the Pharisee’s 

question.  

They answer, “Caesar’s”  

The coin is in Caesar’s image, and the inscription is offensive to the Jews, “Tiberius Caesar, son 

of the divine Augustus”. Caesar considers his father Augustus is divine. To the Jews, there is 

only one true God. No one else is divine. The coin itself is blasphemous. Yet, the self-righteous 

Pharisees carry it. The text does not say, “the Pharisees do not use the coins with Caesar’s 

images, so they have to borrow one from someone else”. “The text just says that they brought 

him a denarius”. It is not hard to get one. They do not find the money dirty or unclean.  

They who claim to be the right followers of God also pay taxes to Rome themselves by the 

same coin. They are hypocrites.  

Then Jesus poses a challenge. “Therefore, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to 

God the things that are God’s.” Jesus has not declared whether it is lawful in God’s eye to pay 

tax to Rome. He rather challenges them. You who are already rendering to Caesar the things 

that belong to Caesar, have you rendered to God what belong to God? Have you given to God 

what belongs to God? 

We Americans are patriots. We are into politics because we care. We care about health care. 

That’s why we elect the officials who can better represent me in the medical field. 

We care about education, so we elect the ones who can improve our schools and colleges. 

We care about justice, so we elect the ones who can bring Justice to the victims.  



We care, that’s why we elect the ones we want.  
We have given our time, our energy, our effort, to Caesar of our day—our political world. 
Doesn’t matter which candidate you are voting for, you are dedicating your time, energy, 
effort, sometimes hope in this person. More than we should.  
We are the pharisees who bring our denarii to Rome.  
We are challenged by Jesus as well, have we given to God who belong to God?  
Do we spend more time on watch news and debates more than reading the Bible?  
Do we try to convince our spouses, neighbors, friends, strangers to vote for the same 
candidate than preach the Gospel to them?  
Do we advertise Caesar—let it be Trump or Biden more than we advertise God? 
Do you have more hope in a particular candidate than in God? 
Do you have more faith in a particular candidate than in God? 
Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. We have given more than enough to Caesar. 
 
Give to God what belongs to God. So what things belong to God? Yes, we give our time, 
energy, effort, praise, thanksgiving to God. What else is God’s? 
You are God’s. You belong to God. The fact that you belong to God has two sides. You belong 
to God means you should devote and offer yourselves to God. It demands your good works. 
But we don’t always fulfill all the good works. You are accused by our own failures because we 
have not given God ourselves. 
 
This belonging to God is also a promise, the Gospel to you. God calls you, invites you, puts 
garments on you, hugs you, holds you. You are adopted as Sons and daughters of God when 
you are baptized in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Rejoice, you are 
no longer slaves, but God’s children.  
 


