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As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of 
the gift of grace we have received through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

 -To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 
-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and 

further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through 
worship and serving others in our community and throughout the 

world. 
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February 2021 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of North Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
 

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

 

How are you doing lately? Are you overwhelmed by the unending 

power struggles, the political dramas, the unrests, the chaos, and 

the transition of the power in our homeland? Are you worried 

about our nation’s future? Are you concerned about our country’s 

leaders? If you answered “yes” to any of the above questions, you 

are not alone.  

 

St. Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthian Christians, urges, “I 

want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious 

about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the 

married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his 

wife, and his interests are divided…I say this for your own benefit, 

not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to 

secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. (1 Cor 7:32-35)”  

 

This passage seemingly suggests that the Apostle Paul is somehow 

against marriages and families and rather promote chastity in 

singleness. However, Paul does not intend all Christians to be 

monks and nuns. In other passages of the Scriptures, Paul 

adamantly advocates holy marriages. He is by no means anti-

family. Additionally, speaking from experiences and observations, 

not all single men and women dedicate their lives to the Lord just 

as not all married persons abandon their Lord for the earthly 

matters.  

 

A fair understand of Paul’s exhortation is that Christians, 

regardless of the marital status, should be free from the tortures of 

anxieties that filled with earthly matters. Do not let the earthly and 

temporal issues hinder your devotion to your Lord. Those anxieties 

include the social and political dramas, concerns for the future of 

our homeland, etc. Granted, those are legitimate trepidations. A 

good and loyal citizen of this country should fight for the welfare 

of his home. However, our anxieties and concerns should not cause 

us to split a share of our devotion to our Lord and Savior.  



My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I urge you to devote and 

dedicate your lives wholly to our Lord who reigns, who treads on 

stormy waters, and who defeats the devil. Rejoice! Rejoice! For 

Christ has come and set you free! 

 

Pastor Isaiah Bai  

 

Church Finances 
Minnesota National Bank  
Beginning Balance 12/01/2020     $  8,224.03 
 
Income: 
Member/Loose Offering  $   8,660.00 
  Total Income     $   8,660.00 
 
  Expenses:                
  Budgeted     $   6,730.93 
 
Ending Balance 12/31/2020      
Minnesota National Bank     $ 10,153.10 
   
Mail  $ 4,075.00 
12/6/2020 $    690.00 
12/13/2020 $ 1,160.00 
12/20/2020 $ 1,185.00 
12/24/2020 $    895.00 
12/27/2020 $    655.00 

 

 

Lenten Services will begin 

starting on Ash Wednesday. 

 

7:00 p.m. February 17
th

 

7:00 p.m. February 24
th

  

 

 

 

 

 



February 2021 Health Tip from the Welcome Place 

February is American Heart Month. Multiple observances occur during 
this month as a way to observe that, including wearing red and 
increased heart-related education. With the Covid-19 restrictions, many 
of these events have been reduced.  People have also been avoiding 
medical tests and follow up as a way to prevent exposure to Covid-19. 
Hopefully, as vaccines become more available, some of those fears will 
lessen.  

Until then, here are 7 ways to strengthen your heart. (Remember to 
contact your health care provider either by phone or virtually to get 
their approval for any major changes to your activity. Also contact that 
person if you notice any new symptoms such as chest discomfort, 
shortness of breath, dizziness with activity, or abnormal heart beats 
with activity. Follow up of any issues is especially important if you have 
recovered from covid-19) 

1- Get moving. Your heart is a muscle and as with any muscle, exercise is 
what strengthens it. 

2- Quit smoking. There are multiple techniques to achieve this; 
whatever works for you is fine. 

3- Lose weight. Again, multiple techniques are available.  

4- Eat heart healthy foods. A diet focusing on less red meat and more 
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains is a good place to start. The 
Christmas cookies and candy should be all gone by now so that helps! 

5. However, the addition of a little dark chocolate is a good thing. (I 
especially like this one and it came from the internet so it has to be 
correct!) 

6- Don’t over eat. Portion control is a big part of a heart healthy diet 

7- Don’t stress. Multiple stress reduction techniques are available, 
including yoga, meditation, increasing prayer time, and anything else 
that helps you relax. Find one that appeals to you. 

We’ve all had a challenging 11 months, some more than others. Give 
yourself permission to grieve for what you’ve lost (time, activities, 
health, loved ones) and then start to look toward a better heart-healthy 
future. 

Katherine Jordahl, RN 



 

 
 

 

 

 

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” 
—Corrie ten Boom 

 

 

 

 

 

“Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.” 
—Dale Carnegie 

 

 



 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have 

been given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in 

February so we can help each other celebrate. 

 

 John Hovland   02/01 

 Alice Spiekermeier  02/03 

 Jason Jegtvig   02/05 

 Wesley Dunham  02/06 

 Clara Cline   02/07 

 Arland Anderson  02/09 

 Travis Tollerud  02/11 

 Bradley Knorr   02/16 

 Janice Ness   02/18 

 Kathryn Lynnes  02/19 

 Dillon Nord   02/23 

 Mark Axness   02/26 

 Shelly Dunham  02/26 

 Joanne Dunham  02/27 

 Katie Lynnes   02/29 

 

This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in February 

and your name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, 

please call it to Kara so we can update our records.  May your 

birthday be a blessed one! 

 

 

 

 

North Immanuel is Online: 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLuther

anChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 
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FEBRUARY 2021 
Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

2 

GROUNDHOG DAY 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

3 

1:00-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

4 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

 

LAST QUARTER 

MOON 

5 

PDO 

6 

7 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

8 

Pastor at Augustana 

District Theological 

Conference 

9 

1:00-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

10 

1:00-6:00 p.m. POH 

6:00 p.m. Conf. 

11 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

 

NEW MOON 

12 

POH 

13 

14  

TRANSFIGURATION 

DAY; VALENTINE’S 

DAY; 9:00 a.m. WS; 

10:00 a.m. BS 

15 

PRESIDENTS DAY 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

16 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

17 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. Lenten 

Service 

18 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

19 

PDO 

 

 

1ST QUARTER 

MOON 

20 

Deadline for March 

S&F and Calendar 

21 

1ST SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

9:00 a.m. WS/HC 

10:00 a.m. BS 

22 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

23 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

24 

2:00-7:00 p.m. POH 

7:00 p.m. Lenten 

Service 

25 

9:15 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

POH 

26 

PDO 

27 

 

 

 

FULL MOON 

28 

2ND SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

9:00 a.m. WS 

10:00 a.m. BS 

  Ushers:  Tanner 

Nelson & Jacob 

Johnson (7 & 14); 

Philip & Robbie 

Shulstad (21 & 28) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find 

a replacement.*** 

  

Council member in 

charge for February:  

Brad Knorr 

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.=Confirmation; BS=Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 
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We hate waiting. Everything is going to be here quick quick quick. It will be great if I can think of 

something, and I can have it today. The businesses know us too well. They feed our hunger of 

fastness and instancy. If you are ordering items on Amazon, as one of the features, it will say, if 

you order in the next 3 hours (and you see the clock’s counting down), this item will highlight 

one-day delivery. If you are on Walmart, Target or other retail stores’ website, there are 

something you are interested in. Your app will say, “available for in-store or curbside delivery 

in 1 hour”.  We feel safe and secure, life is complete, when we have already paid for the item 

and have it in our trunk. When we order stuff online, our packages do not HAVE TO be at our 

homes on this date. We are not ordering something regarding life or death online. More often 

than not, we are simply impatient.  We are anxious, and wondering if our packages are lost or 

hidden in some secret places in USPS. Our security and peace come from whether a package 

arrives here on time or not. When it is not on time, we came up with a bunch of “what if’s”. 

What if someone stole my package, what if some employees forgot my package, what if the 

label of the package is peeled off, what if the address is wrong. We are afraid something has 

gone wrong. Our fear, anxiety, and concerns spring from waiting for the unknown, and that 

results in security. What does the Scripture say?  

Catching up from the Christmas Eve text, Jesus was born by Mary the virgin in a manger in the 

city of Bethlehem. The angel preached this good news to the shepherds out in the field, so that 

they can come and worship Jesus. At the end of eight days, the infant was circumcised and 

named Jesus.  

Now, according to the Mosaic Law, once a mother gave birth to a son, she became ritually 

unclean for 40 days. During that period, she cannot touch anything that is holy, nor is she 

permitted to go to the temple. When the time is mature, they need to bring baby Jesus into 

the temple to present him before the Lord. Luke gives a quote from the Old Testament, “every 

male who first opens the womb shall he called Holy to the Lord.” In addition to the 

presentation, the Torah demands animal sacrifice for ritual purification. The author Luke 

specifically pens down the law, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons”. However, these 

animals described are not the typical animals used for such ritual.  

Leviticus chapter 14, writes, “one needs to bring 2 male lambs without blemish and one ewe 

lamb a year old without blemish.” Why does the Holy Family offer something different? The 

instruction of Leviticus continues, “But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, two turtledoves 

or two pigeons, whichever he can afford.” Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus are too poor to 

offer the normal sacrifice. But they still did whatever they could to fulfil the law. 

Now, there is a man in Jerusalem, whose name is Simeon, and this man is righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit is on him.  
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We don’t know a whole lot of the background of this Simeon. We only know his name and his 

character: righteous and devout. And his purpose, waiting for the consolation of Israel. The 

Holy Spirit chose him and came up on him. By the same spirit, he is told that he would not see 

death before he has seen the Christ of the Lord. By this verse, we can tell that Simeon is not a 

youngster. He is advanced in age, but the Spirit promised him that he would see the promised 

one before he breathes out his last breath. He has been waiting for the messiah, the Christ, 

the consolation of Israel for a long time.  

Now the holy family enters the scene, the parents of Jesus are performing what the law 

requires for Jesus. Simeon, not only sees the baby Jesus, he becomes “physical”. He picks up 

Jesus in his arms, praising God and says, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 

As you can see, the title for this sermon is called “Nunc Dimittis”. These are the first two words 

of Simeon’s prayer in Latin. “Now, dismiss”.  

after so many years of waiting for the consolation of Israel, he finally gets to see the Lord. now 

since he has seen the Christ with his own eyes and held him in his own arms, he can now 

depart in peace. His duty as a watchman has been fulfilled.  

Jesus is indeed the consolation of Israel, the salvation that God has prepared in the presence 

of all peoples, a light of revelation to the gentiles, and the glory of Israel.  

As the parents of Jesus are amazed and marveled by his saying, Simeon blesses the baby Jesus 

and continues to say, “Behold the child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and 

for a sign that is opposed, and a sword will pierce through Mary’s own soul, so that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed.” 

Even though the promised one has come, the consolation and salvation has arrived, he will be 

causing rising and falls in the land. Just as there will be people who believe in him and saved by 

Him, there are still others who see him and reject him. At the end, this promised one will die 

and his mother Mary should suffer like a sword pierce through her heart.  

Around the same time, another person enters the scene. Prophetess Anna, the daughter of 

Phanuel (the face of God), is advanced in years. After being married for 7 years, she became a 

widow for decades until now. Just like Simeon, Anna devotes her life worshipping and praying 

day and night. Now, she finally sees the promised one—the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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Contrary to our impatience, Simeon and Anna set an example for godly patience. The waiting 

periods of both Simeon and Anna are by no means short. They both are advanced in age. They 

have been waiting for a long time.  

The intermission is by no means peaceful or comfortable. The Israelites were constantly under 

the pressure of the gentiles. When the Roman General Pompey seized Jerusalem, he killed the 

priests who were offering sacrifices to God in the temple. The religious life was greatly 

disturbed. They do not have freedom as we understand in terms of our constitution. Anna was 

only married for 7 years, and then became a widow.  

At that time, as a woman, your livelihood solely depended on your husband who was the 

breadwinner. If he was no longer alive, you were doomed. Not only did you lose your loved 

spouse, also you lost your income. There was no social security or charity. Who knows how she 

survives these years. Anna does not have bitterness, although she has every reason to be. She 

waited for the redemption patiently.  

She dedicates her life in prayers. Only God knows how long she has been praying. Waiting for 

answers to prayers is the most torturing time. Anna prays for almost her entire adult life.  

But now they see the Lord, the salvation, redemption, and hope with their own eyes, even hold 

him in arms. Now they can depart in peace. 

We Christians also have struggles in our lives. Maybe it is not as sever as Simeon and Anna’s 

situation. Nevertheless, our hardship is real. Whenever I see the prayer requests, I know some 

people and their families are having concerns, difficulties, and fears.  

We have been praying for so long, it can feel like 84 years, and we have not had an answer from 

the Lord. We wonder why, Lord, allow us to suffer. Why, o Lord, that bad things happen to 

good people. Why did my parents pass away so early? Why did we have miscarriages? Why am 

I fired? Our minds are filled with “why’s”, with anger, bitterness, question marks, and even fear. 

“What if”’s. 

Let me tell you the good news. You also have seen the Lord, the deliverance, salvation, 

redemption, hope, security, and peace. The Lord has come to you. 

When Simeon saw Jesus, he said, Nunc Dimittis, Now Dismiss your servant in person, O Lord. 

Simeon foretold that there would be chaos in the land, and he would be killed. Fully aware of 

the disastrous and chaotic future, he still said, Lord, let me depart in peace. For When he saw 

the Lord, there he saw peace. When Anna departs from the temple, she probably still remains 

widowed. God was not going to raise her deceased husband to life for us or give her another 

husband. But Anna still walks in peace, because she has seen the Lord. 
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We will continue to have struggles in our lives, unpleasant things will come one after another. 

Tragedies will continue to happen.  

But since we have seen the Lord also, we can also walk in peace.  

Even if all our Amazon packages are lost in the way, walk in peace, for we have seen the Lord. 

Even if we were to die tomorrow, walk in peace, for we have seen the Lord. 

Even if the person you voted for is not in office, walk in peace, for you have seen the Lord. 

Even if you are losing your income, walk in peace, for you have seen the Lord. 

Even if you are losing our house, farm, animal, or business, walk in peace, for you have seen the 

Lord. 

You can fill in the blanks, Even if (this happens) 

The world can take away our jobs, our homes, our joys, our dining-in rights, our freedoms, 

our habits, our traditions, and our peace. 

 Death can take away our parents, spouses, children, friends, or neighbors.  

COVID also takes away a lot of stuff.  

But they can never take away the peace, salvation, light, glory, redemption, deliverance, 

security because our peace and security are not built upon my Amazon packages, not on my 

employment status, not on my credit card score, not only marital status, but only in Jesus. 

And this very Jesus has come for you and has given you his peace. 

Let me encourage you with the words of St. Paul, 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

Peace be with you.  

 


