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MISSION STATEMENT 

As members of North Immanuel Lutheran Church and in recognition of 
the gift of grace we have received through Jesus Christ, our Mission is: 

 -To develop a personal and Spiritual relationship with Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 
-To provide an environment for the continuing Education and 

further teachings of all ages, 

-To reach out to welcome all to grow with us in faith through 
worship and serving others in our community and throughout the 

world. 
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May 2020 

RETURNING FROM EXILE 
 

Ezra and Nehemiah are two of the lesser-known books of the 

Bible, but they are important in helping our understanding of 

God’s plans to save us. Together, they tell the history of the three 

waves in which the Jews returned to Judah from their exile in 

Babylon, which take place over the course of almost 100 years.  (538 

BC – 444 BC) Isn’t it interesting that we find ourselves in a similar 

situation today? We have been exiled from our “normal” lives by 

the COVID-19 epidemic, but as we look forward to returning and 

rebuilding, Ezra and Nehemiah suggest that we should look to God 

for insight. 
 

The book of Ezra begins with Cyrus of Persia, the king who had 

conquered the Babylonians after they conquered the Jews. We read 

that Cyrus was prompted by God to make a decree, to allow the 

Jews to return to Judah and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. He 

even tells his own people that they should assist the Jews with 

silver, gold, and other necessities to complete the task. The next 

several chapters describe how a man named Zerubbabel led the 

first wave of Jews back to Jerusalem and, despite opposition from 

those who had taken over the land, rebuilt the Temple. 
 

Following the completion of the Temple, (537 BC) Ezra led the 

second wave of exiles back to Jerusalem. Their journey was 

perilous because they were travelling without military escort, but 

Ezra emphasizes that through prayer, fasting, and trusting in the 

LORD they reached Jerusalem safely. Upon his return, Ezra begins 

the moral reform of the Jews. He condemns those who married 

non-religious women and calls them to repent, to ask God’s 

forgiveness and change their ways. This wasn’t an easy decision to 

make, and it wasn’t popular among the people, but returning from 

times of exile are usually difficult in many ways. 
 

The third wave of returning Jews was led by Nehemiah. His book 

begins by describing their return to Jerusalem and his recognition 

that God was calling him to lead the people in rebuilding the city 

walls. He became the governor of Jerusalem and, through 

obedience to God’s Law – despite the opposition of many Jews 



and enemies of Jerusalem– he rebuilt the city walls in fifty-two 

days. This structure provided security after the return, which is 

why the people saw the wall as a work of God. 
 

Long before Ezra and Nehemiah, the prophet Isaiah predicted the 

return of the Jews. God had a plan for His people – as He always 

does – so that same prophecy also ended up applying during the 

time of Jesus. He read Isaiah’s prophecy to a group of church-

goers: “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has 

anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 

the LORD’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) The exile in Babylon, therefore, 

became symbolic of the alienation from God that we experience 

when we sin. The sins of the Jews caused their physical exile, but, 

more importantly, their sins also destroyed their relationship with 

God. But as Jesus went on to say, “Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21) Jesus can restore our 

relationships with God, bringing us out of spiritual and physical 

exiles just like in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
 

As the COVID-19 lockdown comes to an end, as we begin to 

return to or rebuild our lives, the Bible shows that God has a plan 

for us. He saves us from our isolation, uniting us as a community 

of people to live a new life. And it’s not just new, but it’s an 

eternal life won for us at the cross and empty of Jesus Christ. 

Knowing that, we can struggle through any hardship, looking to 

God for wisdom while blessing each other with the love He first 

showed us. May we all be blessed in our return from exile. 
 

By grace, through faith, in Jesus Christ alone, 
Pastor Ethan Fearing 
 

JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP DURING COVID-19 

Our worship services can now be found on Youtube every Sunday: 

youtube.com/user/sporkknights  

You can also join us on the NILC Facebook page:   

https://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch/ 

For Facebook, you do not need to sign up or log in. Scroll down to 

find the worship video, clicking "Not Now" if you are asked to 

create an account. 



Church Finances 
Minnesota National Bank  
Beginning Balance 03/01/2020     $19,856.13 
 
Income: 
Member/Loose Offering          $    5,052.00 
Thrivent       745.00  
  Total Income     $ 5,797.00 
 
  Expenses:                
  Budgeted     $  6,958.59 
 
Ending Balance 03/31/2020   
Minnesota National Bank     $ 18,694.54  
 
   
03/01/2020 $  1,021.00 
03/08/2020 $     476.00 
03/15/2020       $  1,695.00 
Lent         410.00 
Mail  $  1,450.00 
03/22 & 29 No church 

 

 The last Sunday of every month is Spare Change Sunday.  
 

COUNCIL NOTES 

 Benevolence Money of $1700 was discussed over the 

phone with each Council Member. 

 It was divided $850 to Pelican Food Shelf and $850 to 

Barnesville Food Shelf. Which qualified for the matching 

funds from Thrivent. 

 Motion was made by Heidi F and 2nd by Nolan D. Motion 

was carried. 

 Pr Ethan will continue posting Sunday Services on 

Facebook and Youtube.  We will revisit this procedure after 

May 1
st
. 

 

The spring Bazaar was postponed and no future date has been set. 



Otter Tail County is in need of quality foster homes for children. 

Children in foster care need stable, loving care until they can either 

safely reunite with their families or establish other lifelong 

relationships with a nurturing adult/family. Foster parents play an 

essential role in children’s lives and have the ability to provide 

structure, stability, and nurturing. Please contact Jody Dahlen at 

218-998-8191 with any questions related to foster care or to start 

the process. More information can be found at 

https://ottertailcountymn.us/content-page/foster-care-adoption/ 

 

COMMON HOPE 

Fighting Poverty With Diplomas 
 

FROM THE DESK OF SHARI BLINDT 

Dear friends, 

The heart of Common Hope’s work is education, 

and we involve the entire family to make that 

possible for their children. In this issue of our 

newsletter we share with you the breadth of our work in 

education—how barriers our students face are eliminated as they 

work to achieve their dream of high school graduation. With our 

holistic approach their families have access to all of our programs 

in health care, family development, and housing as long as their 

children continue in school. Your generous support makes this all 

possible. 
 

You’ve likely heard, “no one can ever take away your education” 

or “education is an investment that will serve you for your 

lifetime.” 

And if you’re like me, you may have used them in talking with 

your children about the importance of school. They are certainly 

true, and on a recent trip to Guatemala I understood infinitely more 

just how true they are. 

“My seatmate was an elderly caballero, whose traditional hat 

was on the seat between us.” 

My seatmate was an elderly caballero, whose traditional hat was 

on the seat between us. We greeted each other when I first sat 

down, but for much of the flight I had my nose buried in a book I 

couldn’t put down—my favorite indulgence on early morning 



flights. Just before landing the flight attendant gave each of us our 

immigration forms, and he motioned for me to help him fill out his 

document. The type is very small, so I assumed he couldn’t read 

the fine print. It wasn’t until he opened his passport and I noticed 

the thumb print for his signature that I realized he couldn’t read or 

write. Together we filled out his information, explaining to him in 

my simple Spanish what each field was requesting and then filling 

in each of his answers for him. 
 

I continue to think about this gentleman, and how reliant he must 

be on others for so much in his life. He was traveling alone and 

had to trust a complete stranger with his immigration 

information—that’s a vulnerability that would strike fear in most 

of us, and he lives it every day. 

“...that’s a vulnerability that would strike fear in most of us, 

and he lives it every day.” 

It’s why Common Hope’s work is so important—the ability to read 

and write empowers a person to be informed and make the best 

decisions for themselves and their families. Thank you for giving 

so generously to make education a reality for the children we 

serve. 
 

Education is truly the gift that keeps on giving for a lifetime. 

With gratitude, 

Shari Blindt 

Executive Director 

 
Often in Guatemala, elderly men are referred to as caballeros, or 

gentlemen. It is typical to see them wearing a traditional 

Guatemalan-style cowboy hat. 
 

This information was from the Common Hope Spring 2020 

newsletter. 

 

www.commonhope.org  



MAY 2020 Health Tip from The Welcome Place 

If your church is printing a newsletter for May, thank whoever is 
doing it!  At the time I’m writing this (April 16), life is still on hold. 
We’ve learned to do church services, doctor visits, family visits, 
and education on the internet. Important events have been 
cancelled.  I don’t know if May will be the beginning of a return to 
normalcy or if normalcy will be very different.  

Some things haven’t changed…spring is in the process of 
returning. Hopefully, we’ve seen the last of snow or if more 
comes, we know it won’t last long. The summer birds are coming 
back (and the winter snowbirds are returning) and the lake ice is 
leaving. Early flowers have sprouted and those of us who garden, 
have had plenty of time to plan the perfect plant arrangement. 
(And try to figure out how to outwit the rabbits who seem to have 
reproduced like well, rabbits, over the winter). 

 Births and deaths have occurred, along with illnesses and returns 
to health.  

 But I think it’s safe to say we are probably doing more activities 
outside, even if it’s just around our houses. So the usual safety 
reminders are in effect: Sunscreen, easing into activities, watching 
little children around water, don’t overdo it. Maybe we can visit 
with our neighbors, with a mask if necessary, and travel again. 
Maybe businesses will re-open and everything we took for 
granted before the virus changed our lives will be slowly 
returning.  

If that’s what’s happening, appreciation is a big word to 
remember. For the healthcare workers, the store employees, 
other service workers, and the technology experts who helped us 
stay connected with all the new things we had to learn.  Words 
like Zoom, Microsoft Meetings, and Facebook Live have become 
part of our vocabularies.  So thank you to all who helped, even if 
your contribution was staying home.  Thank you to the workers. 
Thank you to our church leaders who figured out how to keep us 
tuned in.  Thank you to educators who figured out how to teach a 
new way.  Enjoy and appreciate May. 

Katherine Jordahl, RN 



 
Birthdays are a good time to reflect on the blessings that you have been 

given by God.  Here are our members who have birthdays in May so we 

can help each other celebrate. 

 
 Jared Bungum   05/04 

 Hannah Klovstad  Cox  05/06 

 Lennox Wiser   05/08 

 Joseph Axness   05/10 
 Joshua Klovstad   05/11 

 Sandra Hovland   05/12 

 Brett Anderson   05/16 

 Jesse Axness   05/16 

 Billy Aas   05/18 

 LaVonne Erickson  05/20 

 Jere Lynnes   05/20 

 Connie Sillerud   05/20 

 Connor Klovstad   05/21 

 Adam Shulstad   05/21 

 Hailey Dunham   05/21 
 Matthew Nelson   05/24 

 Diane Blomster   05/25 

 Yvonne Wells   05/25 

 Addison Shulstad   05/29 

 Odin Hoovey   05/29 

 Mary Kay Haugrud  05/31 

 
This list is not yet complete.  If you have a birthday in May and your 

name is not here, or if the date we have is incorrect, please call it to Kara 

so we can update our records.  May your birthday be a blessed one! 
 

 
 

North Immanuel is Online: 

http://www.facebook.com/NorthImmanuelLutheranChurch 

http://www.nilchurch.org 
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MAY 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

CALENDAR EVENTS 

MAY CHANGE DUE 

TO THE 

CORONAVIRUS 

SITUATION. 

  

Ushers:  Brad & Jane 

Knorr (3 & 10); Jim & 

Sandy Brummer (17, 

24, & 31) 

 

***If you are unable 

to serve, it is your 

responsibility to find a 

replacement.*** 

 1 2 

3 

No SS 

No WS 

4 

PDO 

5 6 7 

NATIONAL DAY 

OF PRAYER 

 

FULL MOON 

8 9 

10 

MOTHER’S DAY 

10:00 a.m. WS 

11 

PDO 

12 

6:00 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

13 14 

 

 

3RD QUARTER 

MOON 

15 16 

ARMED FORCES 

DAY 

17 

10:00 a.m. WS/HC 

18 

PDO 

19 20 

Deadline for June 

S&F and Calendar 

21 

ASCENSION DAY 

22 

 

 

 

NEW MOON 

23 

24 

9:00 a.m. WS 

25 

MEMORIAL DAY 

PDO 

26 27 28 29 

 

 

1ST QUARTER 

MOON 

30 

31 

PENTECOST 

9:00 a.m. WS 

     

Council member in 

charge for May:  

Sandie Strandlien 

 

 

KEY:  PTS=Pastors’ Text Study; PDO=Pastor’s Day Off; LL=Luther League; POH=Pastor’s Office Hours; SS=Sunday School; HC=Holy 

Communion; WS=Worship Service; Conf.-Confirmation; WBS=Women’s Bible Study; LS=Lenten Service 


